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SYNOPSIS OF THE NOVEL  "BEWARE OF GREEKS' PRESENTS"  BY JACQUES CORY

The novel “Beware of Greeks’ Presents” describes in a trenchant way the corruption in the business world, as only a businessman who knows the reality from personal knowledge can describe. The author, Jacques Cory, is a businessman who decided to write this book during a period in which the moral and ethical norms in the western world are deteriorating.

The topic of corruption in business, as described by authentic novels written by businessmen, has not yet received adequate exposure in literature. Cory, with his large experience as a top level high tech executive and M&A specialist, has written a very original and convincing book which conveys a message about the future of society in the new millennium – a message of despair mixed with hope. 

“Beware of Greeks’ Presents” depicts current issues affecting the business world: corruption, racism and women’s liberation. But it is also a universal book about love and betrayal, and how love can surmount all hardships.

The protagonists of the book are Ully and Nelly Doron, an Israeli couple who are not ready to succumb to the new norms and, as a consequence, pay the full price, followed by the betrayal of their best friends. Their ordeal is related as a modern Odyssey, as the heroes are of Greek origin and are compared to those of Homer.

The plot commences at a surprise party that Ully throws in his Tel Aviv home for his wife, in which all their friends participate. During the party a scheme is conceived by two of their friends, Arieh and Eli, to take over at a manipulated price a company that Ully assisted its founder, Hadas, to make public and invested heavily in, thus making him lose all his money as well as the investment of the minority shareholders. The idyll of the party stands in sharp contrast to the Kafkaesque nightmare that will ensue unveiling the masks of hypocrisy.  

Ully, a modern Ullysses, is a shrewd and tough businessman who tries to fight the corruption while maintaining elementary ethical norms. However, he is not able to cope with the ruthless businessmen who act without any inhibitions and are backed by almost all of society.

On the other hand, Nelly, a modern Penelope, develops out of the crisis from an innocent teacher to a fearless warrior. She ceases to be a submissive woman who weaves all day and is completely faithful to her husband, and transforms herself into a modern woman who takes fate into her own hands in order to save her husband, herself and their marriage.

Sima Calipha, a modern Calypso, is a beautiful young ambitious and feminist woman. She works as a lawyer at Eli's company. After having succeeded to tempt Ully, she tries unsuccessfully to break his marriage, but hopes that by disclosing to him her bosses' schemes she will win back his heart. However, Ully remains this time faithful to his wife who stands by him remarkably, even after learning from Eli of Ully's affair with Sima.

Hadas, the honest and innocent scientist, is soon corrupted by Arieh and Eli and merges his company with them behind Ully's back to the detriment of his minority shareholders. He accuses Ully of double-crossing, being under the influence of Arieh's calumnies on Ully. But after discovering that he was conned too and suffering from heavy remorse of his betrayal he commits suicide with the tacit assistance of Arieh and Eli.

Arieh, the ruthless entrepreneur and Chairman of the Board, has no scruples and believes that everything is permitted in order to grow and maximize profitability, including conning his stakeholders - his partners, shareholders, employees, and the government. Everybody is intimated by him, cooperates or at least doesn't blow the whistle, as the law of Omerta prevails in this mafia-like business environment. Only Ully dares to oppose Arieh's schemes, but all his friends who rally Arieh soon ostracize him. 

Eli, the shrewd Machiavellian general manager, complements Arieh's skills by being his executioner. He does all the dirty work, which is often criminal, without fearing to be caught as he has the backing of the company with its large resources. Although very ugly, he is charming and very successful with women who are attracted by his satanic spell. But this feature is also his Achilles' heel, as proved by Nelly's successful plot.
Finally, the solution is found by introducing a Trojan horse, a Greeks’ present, into the fortress of the enemy. But is the victory complete? Are the methods employed by the protagonists adequate, or are they not corruptive also? What is the line that one should not cross when fighting corruption? Is such a victory worthwhile?  These questions form the main dilemma of the book – a dilemma in which every reader can find a parallel from his or her own personal experiences.
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