"NELLY'S CHOICE" - A PLAY 

BY JACQUES CORY AND AMALIA EYAL
The play "Nelly's Choice" describes in a trenchant way the corruption in the business world, as only a businessman who knows the reality from personal knowledge can describe.

The author of the play, Jacques Cory, a businessman who held senior positions in the international hi-tech industry, wrote this play in a period where the moral and ethical norms in the US, Europe and Israel have reached their lowest point ever. He researched the subject, received a PhD in Business Ethics, and wrote several academic books published in the US at Kluwer/Springer, which were the precursors of the Enron scandal. He also wrote a novel and articles on ethics. Cory teaches at Insead, one of the leading international business schools, and at the University of Haifa.
The topic of business ethics has not received yet an adequate exposure in literature and there are almost no plays that were written by businessmen on this subject. This is the basis of the play’s originality, that is very convincing by its authenticity and by the message it conveys about the future of our society in the new Millennium, a message of despair mixed with some hope.

The play "Nelly's Choice" focuses on some of the most actual motives of corruption in the business world, racism and women’s liberation. But it is also a universal play about love and betrayal, describing the coping with betrayal and the surmounting of love on all the hardships.

The protagonists of the play are Ully and Nelly Doron, an Israeli couple, who is not ready to succumb to the new norms and pays the full price for that, followed by the betrayal of their best friends. Their ordeal is related as a modern Israeli Odyssey, as the heroes are from Greek origin and are compared to those of Homer.

The plot commences at a surprise party that Ully throws in his Tel Aviv house to his wife Nelly, in which all their friends participate. In the party a scheme is conceived to takeover at a manipulated price a company that Ully assisted its founder to make public and invested heavily in it, thus making him lose all his money as well as the investment of the minority shareholders.

Ully, a modern Ulysses, is a shrewd and tough businessman, who tries to fight the corruption while keeping elementary ethical norms. However, he is not able to cope with the ruthless businessmen who act without any inhibitions and are backed by almost all the society.

On the other hand Nelly, a modern Penelope, develops out of the crisis from an innocent teacher to a fearless warrior. She ceases to be the submissive woman, weaving all day and keeping a complete fidelity to her husband, and becomes a modern woman who takes her fate in her own hands in order to save her husband, herself and their marriage.

Finally, the solution is found by introducing a Trojan horse, a Greeks’ present, into the fortress of the enemy. But, is the victory complete, are the methods employed by the protagonists adequate, are they not corrupting also, what is the limit that one should not cross when fighting corruption, and is such a victory worthwhile? This is the main dilemma of the play that every one of us faces with his own inclinations and finds the parallels in his personal experience.

